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Secretary’s Report for 2020 
 
During 2020 we repeatedly and in every possible context heard ‘unprecedented’ and ‘ like no 
other’.  Well, this year’s Secretary report is like no other, presented at an AGM unprecedented 
in our 75 years! Or at least in living memory. 
 
The theatre closed in March during rehearsals for The River, so the only production we 
presented was The Last Romance by Joe Dipietro, directed by Keith Hutton, with a stellar cast 
and amazing crew and design team.  
 
Soon after this closure we were informed that for the acquittal of the grant we should spend 
our $20,000 share of the matched funding by the end of March. There ensued a two week 
dash by Tony Tartaro, Maria Haughey and me,  and with building applications added we 
made it with some dollars to spare. After the first lockdown many hands cleared out the foyer, 
furniture bay and outside areas ready for building works, resulting in what seemed to be all our 
worldly goods piled on stage, shrouded in plastic or else in a caravan of skips.  
 
By then the omens foretold that a possible second lockdown lay ahead so the three of us 
rushed into meetings with the cabinet maker for the dressing room and kitchen/service area to 
lock in the designs, as well as visits to the floor coverings place. Again, just in time: in fact the 
kitchen/service area meeting was the day before the sudden Stage 4 announcement.  
 
We had dreams of all the building work being complete by now, and that this very meeting 
might be held in our glamorous designer courtyard followed by drinks in our gorgeous new 
foyer. Maybe next year! 
 
There were 11 meetings  of this Committee in 2020.  In August, Ellis Ebell decided to retire from 
Committee, a resignation that was accepted with regret as well as gratitude for his many 
years of contribution. The April meeting was cancelled due to Covid 19 and the Committee 
instead emailed updates of  any activity. Meetings between May and November were online.  
The December  meeting, due to the restriction being eased to allow a group of 10 people 
outdoors, was a very joyous face to face meeting in Maria Haughey’s courtyard.     
 
Meeting attendances over the year were:  

 Attended Apology Absence 
Brian Christopher 11   
Ellis Ebell     *Mtgs until August 7*   
Roger Forsey 10 1  
Robert Harsley 6 5  
Maria Haughey 11   
Emma Hunt 11   
Celia Meehan 10 1  
Peter Newling 9 2  
Shirley Sydenham 11   
Tony Tartaro 11   
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As those numbers indicate, the theatre may have been closed but the work of the Committee 
and its sub committees continued. The Play Selection Committee’s advice as we considered 
our resumption  was invaluable and nothing stopped Cues & News! Frank Page produced big, 
interesting newsletters all through a time when there was nothing to report and maintained the 
connection with our members and patrons.  
 
During the refurbishments, anything we can do saves us money, and I want to express special 
thanks to a  fiesty band of troopers who pitched in at a moment’s notice to lend a hand in 
clearing up and filling many skips; to demolish the bar and garden bed; and later on to paint 
the dressing room.  On the day I wrote this an enthusiastic ‘demolition derby’ began the 
dismantling of our condemned street wall. Before too long we will be looking for help painting 
the new walls.  Please join me in a round of applause to thank Alex Begg, Neil Williamson, Ray 
Blake, Steve Drumm, Rob Edwards, Dion Sexton, Brian Christopher, Kai Hirsch. 
 
Thank you also to Tony Tartaro for the WLT Covid Plan that he set in place to ensure those 
activities were done safely, adaptations of which he will continue to do according to   
Government advice that constantly evolves as we move forward towards opening up again. 
 
It’s been rather discombobulating to have the theatre dark, but I feel strongly that after a year 
off from our constant action cycle of auditions, rehearsals, set realisation, all the associated 
design work, the performances to full houses, the bump out – times five – that there is a 
positive flow on. There seems to be a feeling of a re-boot, a new beginning with a bit of a new 
look that we’ll be excited to show you, of looking at what we do and how we do it with fresh 
eyes. From tonight there’ll be a new Committee, new energy, new perspectives.  I feel that it’s 
such a good place to be to celebrate our 75th year and the road beyond. 
 
I would like to conclude this very short report by extending appreciation to the Newport Bowls 
Club for generously giving us this room in which to hold our meeting tonight.  I’m sure we can 
adequately express our thanks in the bar after the meeting. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Shirley Sydenham,  Secretary 
5 February 2021 


